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RSO CREATING SAFE SPACE POWERFUL PANTHERS 
Eastern's NACWC chapter is working to create 
a safe space for Black women on campus. 
PAGE 5 
The Eastern softball team's hot 
hitting has them in second place 
in the conference this season. 
AILY ASTERN 
"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID " 
Singing in the sun 
KAIINA DELGADO I THI DAILY IASTIIN NEWS 
Andrew Martin, choral conductor, conducts concert choir class on the Mellin Steps Wednesday afternoon. Martin explained because 
singing is an aerosol activity and COVIO protocols only a group of ten can sing Inside. Now the group can expand because they can 







By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brodc 
The Naming Committee continued its collec-
tion of feedback on potentially changing the name 
of Douglas Hall during a faculty forum Wednes-
day afternoon. 
The faculty forum was the third of seven forums 
meant to collect tho opinions of the various groups 
the Naming Committee defined as constituents. 
Seven faculty members spoke on the mat-
ter, with the majority speaking in favor of a name 
change. Some, however, had concerns with the 
processes of the Naming Committee rather than 
the possibility of renaming of Douglas Hall. 
Grant Sterling, professor of philosophy, said he 
would like for the university to develop a set of cri-
teria for renaming plac.cs on campus to have a uni-
form way of handling. 
Sterling also said he did not agree with the mes-
saging in the survey on the matter, specifically per-
taining to Stephen Douglas himself. Part of the 
message described Douglas as someone who "built 
his political career upon a platform advocating for 
the extension of slavery into the western territories 
of the US while consistently relying upon inflam-
matory and racist rhetoric to excite the support of 
pr<rslavcry voters." 
FORUM, page 5 
(;AA. to discuss proposals, vote on 3 items Thursday 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn _ brock 
-The last term of attendance at EIU must 
be at least one year prior to readmission. 
-You must be readmitted through the re-
The Council on Academic Affairs will dis- admission policies outlined in our catalog 
cuss a proposal called the Fresh Start Aca- including those that pertain to academic 
dcmic Renewal Policy during its meeting dismissal. You must indicate your intent to 
Thursday afternoon. pursue the Fresh Start program on your re-
The council received a memo from Josh admission application. Your term of re-entry 
Norman, Associate Vice President for En- must be a Fall or Spring term. 
rollmcnt Management, and Brad Benning- -You must be readmitted to the current 
ton, Eastern registrar, to include the policy catalog year. 
in the 2021-2022 undergraduate academic -This policy is not available for all ac-
catalog. ademic programs.• For any student who 
The policy would be under the readmis- chooses to change their academic program 
sion section of the catalog. The purpose of to one which docs not qualify for the Fresh 
the policy is "To allow students returning Start program, their acceptance into the 
to EIU with a GPA below 2.0 to reestablish Fresh Start program will be rescinded and 
themselves academically and get back on the they may not apply again in the future. 
path towards completing graduation require- -You must successfully complete your next 
ments. Please note that any student consid- 12 hours at EIU with a 2.0 GPA or higher 
ering this option should also explore other after readmission. This requirement must be 
opportunities available to them such as re- met before your cumulative GPA will be re-
peating courses for which they were prcvi- set. If approved, your Fresh Start GPA will 
ously unsuccessful or seeking a withdrawal begin with your term of re-entry. A notation 
from courses where appropriate," according will be made on your transcript. 
to the proposed policy. -The current academic standing rules still 
All teacher education programs, the RN apply after the Fresh Start policy has begun. 
to BSN and traditional nursing programs -You may only utilize the fresh start pro-
will be excluded from the program, accord- gram one time. 
ing to the proposal. -You will not be eligible for a degree with 
A list of requirements is included in the distinction. 
proposal to define who is eligible for the -All courses taken and grades earned will 
program. appear on the transcript. All hours earned 
• R,:quirements.foc the program include: , will count tow~rd total hQurs fot gtaduation. 
•A-cumuluivc GJ)A 'below :t 2.-0 , -You must complete at lea9C ,aa additional 
30 hours at EIU after readmission to be eli-
gible for graduation. 
-Previous credits and grades earned are 
still applied toward your degree require-
ments. You must still meet the minimum 
GPA requirements for your major, minor, or 
concentration. 
-Gateway students must still follow the 
guidelines of the Gateway program. 
-This policy docs not apply to graduate or 
post baccalaureate students. 
-Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic 
Progress rules continue to apply regardless of 
the academic renewal approval. 
-Students not meeting GPA and comple-
tion rate minimums will still be required to 
file an appeal each semester. 
-Students arc only eligible for the Fresh 
Start program on their first time being re-
admitted after being academically dismissed. 
Other public universities in Illinois offer 
similar policies, like Governor's State Uni-
vcrsiry, Illinois State University, Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale, Southern Illi-
nois University-Edwardsville and Western Il-
linois University. 
The policy would allow students who 
want to keep their earned credit and renew 
their GPA to stay at Eastern and still earn 
their degree from the institution rather than 
attending another university. 
According to the memo, Eastern saw 466 
students leave the university for academic 
reason. The policy "is part of a greater stra-
tegic plan to sec more students who stop 
out, return and complete their degree." 
The council will also discuss three pro-
posed changes to the General Education As-
sessment. 
The first would have the General Edu-
cation Committee design and implement a 
survey on the current courses in the Scienc-
es and ask faculty members to describe their 
quantitative reasoning-related activities and 
to evaluate their students. 
The second would be that the General 
Education committee would create a com-
mittee to design a quantitative reasoning 
student assessment instrument to measure · 
proficiency in specific quantitative reasoning 
sub-skills that are important to curriculum. 
The third is a proposal that the General 
Education Committee will implement a new 
assessment for critical thinking. This would 
include a requirement that faculty members 
evaluate EWP submissions for critical think-
ing quality in addition to the evaluation of 
students' writing. 
The council will also discuss and vote on 
program revisions to the pre-engineering 
program. 
The proposed changes are adding Com-
puter Science I and Introduction to Logic 
Design to the core requirements and Princi-
ple of Macroeconomics and Computer-Aid-
ed Engineering Drawing to the recommend-
ed courses. 
Corryn Brock con be reached at 581-2812 orat 
. cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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Corrections 
The Daity Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds 
or is made aware of by its reade-rs will be corrected 
More than three months into 
the U.S. vaccination drive, many 
of the numbers paint an increasing-
ly encouraging picture, with 70% 
of Americans 65 and older receiv-
ing at least one dose of the vaccine 
and COVID-19 deaths dipping be-
low 1,000 a day on average for the 
first time since November. 
Also, dozens of states have thrown 
open vaccinations to all adults or 
arc planning t0. do so in a matter of 
weeks. And the White House said 27 
million doses of both the one-shot 
and two-shot vaccines will be dis~ 
tributed next week, more than three 
times the number when President 
Joe Biden took office two months 
.ago. 
Still, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the gov-
ernment's top infectious disease ex-
pert, said Wednesday he isn't ready 
to declare victory. 
'Tm often asked, are we turning 
the corner?" Fauci said at a White 
House briefing. "My response is re-
ally more like we are at the corner. 
Whether or not we're going to be 
turning that corner still remains to 
be seen." 
What's giving Fauci pause, he 
said, is that new cases remain at a 
stubbornly high level, at more than 
50,000 per day. 
Nonetheless, the outlook in the 
U.S. stands in stark contrast ro the 
deteriorating situation in places like 
Brazil, which reported more than 
3,000 COVID-19 deaths in a single 
day for the first time Tuesday, and 
across Europe, where another wave 
of infections is leading !o new lock-
Levine first openly 
trans gender federal 
official to win 
Senate confirmation 
Voting mostly along party lines, 
the U.S. Senate on Wednesday 
confirmed former Pennsylvania 
Health Secretary Rachel Levine to 
be the nation's assistant secretary of 
health. She is the first openly trans-
gender federal official to win Sen-
ate confirmation. 
The final vote was 52-48. Re-
publican Sens. Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine 
joined all Democrats in supporting 
Levine. 
Levine had been serving as Penn-
sylvania's top health official since 
20 l 7, and emerged as the public 
face of the state's response to the 
coronavirus pandemic. She is ex• 
peered to oversee Health and Hu-
man Services offices and programs 
across the U.S. 
President Joe Biden cited 
Levine's experience when he nom• 
inated her in January. 
Levine "will bring the steady 
leadership and essential expertise 
we need to get people through this 
pandemic - no matter their zip 
code, race, religion, sexual orienta• 
tion, gender identity or disability," 
Bidcn said. 
Transgender-rights activists have 
hailed Levine's appointment as a 
historic breakthrough. Few trans 
. people have ever held high-level of-
fices at the federal or state level. 
Transgender-rights activists have 
hailed Levine's appointment as a 
historic breakthrough. Few trans 
people have ever held high-level of- · 
fices at the federal or state level. 
However, the confirmation vote 
came at a challenging moment for 
the transgender-rights movement 
as legislatures across the U.S. -
primarily those under Republican_ 
control - are considering an un-
precedented wave of bills targeting 
trans young people. 
One type of bill, introduced 
in at least 25 states, seeks to ban 
trans girls and young women from 
participating in female ~cholastic 
sports. 
One such measure already has 
been signed into law by Mississippi 
Gov. Tate Reeves, and similar mea-
sures have been sent to the gover-
nors in Tennessee, Arkansas and 
South Dakota. 
Another variety of bill, intro-
duced in at least 17 states, seeks 
to outlaw or restrict certain types 
of medical care for transgender 
youths. None of these measures has 
yet won final approval. 
Issues related to transgender 
rights also are a major factor in Re-
publican opposition to the pro-
posed Equality Act, which would 
extend federal civil rights protec-
tions to LGBTQ people across the 
U.S. The measure has passed the 
Democratic-led House but likely 
needs some GOP votes to prevail 
in the Senate. 
downs. 
The gloom in Europe is com-
pounded because the vaccine rollout 
on the continent has been slowed 
by prcduction delays and questions 
about the safety and effectiveness of 
AstraZeneca's shot. 
Public health experts in the U.S. 
are taking every opportunity to warn 
that relaxing social distancing and 
other preventive measures could eas-
ily lead to another surge. 
Dr. Eric Topal, head of the 
Scripps Research Translational In-
stitute, sees red flags in states lift-
ing mask mandates, air travel roaring 
back and spring break crowds party-
ing out of control in Florida. 
"We're getting closer to the exit 
ramp," Topol said. "All we're doing 
by having reopcnings is jeopardiz-
ing our shot to get, finally, for the 
first time in the American pandemic, 
containment of the virus." 
Across the country are unmistak-
able signs of progress. 
More than 43% of Americans 65 
and older - the most vulnerable 
age group, accounting for an' out-
size share of the nation's more than 
540,000 coronavirus deaths - have 
been fully vaccinated, according 
to the CDC. The number of old-
er adults showing up in emergency 
rooms with COVID-19 is down sig-
nificantly. Vaccinations overall have 
ramped up to 2.5 million to 3 mil-
lion shots per day. 
Deaths per day in the U.S. from 
COVID-19 have dropped to an av-
erage of 940, down from an all-time 
high of o~er 3,400 in mid-January. 
Skeletal remains 
found in southern 
Illinois field identified 
. PANA, Ill. (AP) - Skeletal remains 
found in a southern Illinois field near 
Pana were identified Tuesday as those 
of a 25-year-old man missing for more 
than a year. 
Daniel Crosby, 25; ofCanerville was 
last seen the morning of Feb. 27, 2020 
walking after his vehicle became stuck 
in a field. His remains were found Sat-
urday during a search involvihg sever-
al law enforcement agencies ~d volun-
teers. 
Christian County Coroner Amy Cal-
ven Winans in a Tuesday statement said 
Crosby's body was identified through 
dental records and the assistance of a fo-
rensic pathologist. 
Crosby's father, Tim Crosby, has ex-
pressed fears his death may have been 
the result of foul play. The family has 
offered a reward of $5,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and conviction 
of anyone who hun or harmed Daniel 
Crosby. The investigation into the death 
is being led by Illinois State Police. Offi-
cials say the remains did not show obvi-
ous signs of trauma. 
The location of the remains is in an 
area north and east of the last known 
location of Daniel Crosby and beyond 
areas previously searched, Illinois State 
Police said in a news release. Daniel 
Crosby was visiting Pan~ to see friends 
when he disappeared. 
AP journalist Thein 
Zaw released froin 
detention in Myanmar 
YANGON, Myanmar (AP) -
Thein Zaw, a journalist for The Associ-
ated Press who was arrested more than 
three weeks ago while covering a protest 
against the coup in Myanmar, was re-
leased from detention on Wednesday. 
Visibly thinner than before his arrest, 
Thein Zaw waved and smiled to pho-
tographers as he left Yangon's lnsein 
Prison, notorious for decades for hold-
ing political prisoners. 
His brothers and best friend took 
him home, which is an area of Yangon 
that has been placed under martial law. 
He told the AP that his mother told 
him through tears: "We thought we'd 
never see you again." 
Thein Zaw had earlier said that the 
judge in his case announced at a court 
hearing that all charges against him 
were being dropped because he was do-
ing his job at the time of his arrest. 
He said that while in prison he was 
"worried every day," and last week he 
marked his 33rd birthday behind bars. 
Despite his relief, he said he was con-
cerned about the many journalists who 
remain imprisoned. 
as promptly as possible. Please report any factuat er-
ror you find to Editor-in-Chief JJ Bullock at 581-2812. 
Employment 
If you would like to work for The Datly Eastern News 
as a repof'ter, photographer, columnist, cartoon-
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please 
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall. 
_-. Cargo· ship becom.es wedged, blocks Suez Canal 
_ ISMAILIA, Egypt (AP) -A sky- and Europe, ran aground Tuesday in 
scraper-sized container ship has be- the narrow, man-made canal dividing 
. come wedged across Egypt's Suez Ca- continental Africa from the Sinai Pen-
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• threatening to disrupt a global ship• touching the eastern wall, while its 
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coronavirus pandemic. em wall - an extraordinary event 
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150-year history. 
Tugboats strained Wednesday to 
try to nudge the obstruction out 
of the way \s ships hoping to en-
ter the waterway began lining up in 
the Mediterranean and Red Seas. But 
it remained unclear when the route, 
through which around 10% of world 
trade ffows and which is particularly 
crucial for the transport of oil, would 
reopen. One official warned it could 
take at least two days. In the mean-
time, there were concerns that idling 
ships could become targets for attacks. 
"The Suez Canal will not spare any 
efforts to ensure the restoration of 
navig-ation and to serve the movement 
of global trade," vowed Lt. Gen. Os-
sama Rabei, head of the Suez Canal 
Authority. . , ,, , , , , v . ,. • , .,, ,.,, ,,,,.,,.,,~, , 
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Eastern RSO tackling issues Black women face 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
The National Association of Col-
ored Women's Clubs (NACWC) is 
an organization that was first formed 
· in Washington, D.C. in July 1896 
to help all Black women with issues 
of civil rights and injustice, such as 
women's suffrage, education, lynch-
ing and Jim Crow laws. 
The founders of NACWC includ-
ed many powerful women in histo-
ry, including Harriet Tubman, Mar-
garet Murray Washington and Mary 
Church Terrell. 
Since then, NACWC has grown, 
having dozens of chapters around 
the country. Eastern has its very own 
chapter: The Women Improving 
Lives (w.I.L.) Chapter. 
Eastern's chapter of the NACWC 
was founded on May 2, 2014 by 
Maya Pitts, the club's first president, 
and a group of women known as "the 
first 16 sisters that embodied patience 
and strength." 
Starr Smith, a junior community 
health student, is the organization's 
president. 
She said that the women came to-
gether and founded Eastern's chap-
ter of NACWC because they want-
ed to raise awareness on issues going 
on in the community or around the 
world while also completing commu-
nity service and gaining a sisterhood. 
With every passing year since, dif-
ferent groups of ladies have joined 
NACWC, helping it grow into the 
organization it is today. 
"The purpose of this organization 
is to be a safe space for women of col-
or," Smith said. "We are all alike and 
different in many ways but I think ' 
that it gives us an opportunity to do 
good, reflect positively and work to-
gether." 
Because the organization raises 
awareness on important issues and 
includes members of many diverse 
backgrounds, this space provides peo-
ple with the opportunity to learn 
more about and from one another. 
The RSO has created a space where 
members know it is okay to be differ-
ent and to have different perspectives. 
Carole Collins Ayanlaja, Ph.D., is 
an assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Educational Leadership and 
the organization's faculty advisor. 
Collins said that the organization 
has a lot of social, economic, and cul-
tural diversity. · • 
"There's opportunities for these 
young Black women to intersect on 
many levels," Collins said. "Not just 
corning ~ogether as Black women, 
but as Black women of diverse back-
grounds finding that space where 
they can collectively make a differ-
ence." 
NACWC also provides members 
with opportunities to give back to the 
community while uplifting women 
and youth in the community. It spe-
cifically focuses on advocating for and 
protecting the rights of Black women 
and children. 
Collins said it is important to rec-
ognize the way women are often op-
pressed in communities and in the 
social hierarchy, so organizations like 
NACWC arc important for help-
ing women "feel empowered to lead, 
grow, and be role models to one an-
other." 
"It allows our members to build 
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"The purpose of this organization is to be a safe space for women of color. 
We are all alike and different in many ways but I think that it gives us an 
opportunity to do good, reflect positively and work together:' 
on their gender as women in a very 
positive way and in a multi-facet-
ed way, so that women arc not rele-
gated to only certain roles," Collins 
said. "They know that there's a gam-
ut of ways in which they can lead and 
serve." 
The way race and gender have 
worked to marginalize Black women 
. in the United States makes organiza-
tions like NACWC so important for 
the community. 
"The focus is really strongly on ser-
vice, on supporting and helping the 
community, and on helping Black 
women succeed educationally," Col-
lins said. "One of the big issues is 
promotion of social harmony and the 
importance of Black women's role in 
being promoters of racial, cultural, 
and social understanding amongst all 
groups." 
The organization's meetings 
throughout the school year provide 
the members with opportunities to 
be leaders and to work together. 
NACWC meets via Zoom, and_ 
during those meetings they discuss 
upcoming events, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and any important develop-
ments that happened between meet-
ings. 
Pre-COVID-19, the organization 
used to have in-person meetings on 
campus, and now they run meetings 
via Zoom. It took a while for them to 
get used to the new format. 
Smith said that she misses the face-
to-face meetings they used to have, 
saying that members would come to 
meetings in business attire· and that 
being in-person helped create a more 
intimate space. 
"I think our energies work bet-
ter in person," Smith said. "We can 
read each other a little bit bertcr than 
when we arc on the phone or on the 
computer." 
Despite the problems they have 
had with the onlinc format, they 
have found ways to make it work in a 
way that keeps the meetings running 
smoothly and professionally, helping 
them continue achieving their goals. 
Every year, NACWC hosts social, 
educational, fundraising and volun-
teer even ts. 
They have given presentations: had 
open conversations about important 
topics, hosted game nights, hosted 
potlucks and so pn. 
Many of NACWC's events are 
open to the community, but some of 
them are only open to the organiza-
tion's members. Those private events 
typically involve team-building activ-
ities that allow the members to bond 
with one another. 
-Starr Smith,junior 
This school year, the organization's 
events moved to virtual formats, with 
them hosting many events via Zoom. 
NACWC has hosted fun events such 
as karaoke nights and bingo nights, 
but also educational ones such as 
open discussions on issues such as 
sexual assault. 
"We have also used different so-
cial media platforms like Instagrarn," 
Smith said. "We've tried a few dif-
ferent things to sec what attracts the 
most students. It has been a little dif-
ficult to get students to work with 
Zoom." 
The organization's members say 
they are looking forward to events 
they arc planning for the rest of 
the semester and for the upcoming 
school year. 
"Ending the school year, we will 
be having a Fed Week, and we will 
have a series of events throughout 
the week that will be corning up in 
April," Smith said. "We're really ex-
cited. We're having our meetings and 
we're planning like crazy, so we're try-
ing to be as creative as possible to see 
how many students we can get to 
participate." 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 







Pennsylvania Health Secretary Rachel Levine 
made history Wednesday when she became the 
first transgender federal official to be confirmed· 
by the senate 
Levine will be nation's assistant secretary of 
health and is expected to Health and Human 
Services programs across the country. 
We at The Daily Eastern News believe that 
this is a historic event to be sure, but it is also 
very important. 
At a time when trans rights seem to be un-
der attack from politicians and legislation is be-
ing proposed across the country that will target 
trans people, especially young ones, it is vitally 
important that there is someone in a top posi-
tion in the federal government that truly under-
stands these issues and how important they are. 
A majority of states have had bills introduced 
that seek to ban young trans women from par-
ticipating in girls' and women's sports. Banning 
women from participating in women's sports 
does not make sense and these bills only exist 
to make trans people feel excluded and unwel-
come. 
Other people want to ban hormone treat-
ment and puberty blockers for minors. Levine 
has supported such treatments in the past and 
said that they can be valuable from preventing 
mental health issues and suicide among trans 
~ youtli. 
Having Levine in a high-level position can 
potentially be a turning point in the fight for 
trans rights in the U.S. 
Quote of the Day: 
"If you find it in your heart to 
care for somebody else, you will 
have succeeded." 
Maya Angelou 
e maJority opinion o 
e Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





CaH 581-2812 for more lnfonnatlon. 
Editorial Board 
av ZACH HRGER 
Doja Cat snubbed at the Grammys 
It has been over 10 days since the 63rd An-
nual Grammy Awards. Like every year, some 
artists won their rightfully deserved awards, 
others got snubbed, and some were not even 
nominated when they definitely should have 
(cough, cough, The Weeknd). 
I try not to care too much about the Gram-
mys because I know that every year, there will 
be snubs. Every year, more people realize how 
little these award shows truly mean when they 
continually snub some of the most deserving 
artists, and I am definitely with those people. 
But I would be lying if I said that I didn't 
excitedly wait to read the Grammy results as 
they came rolling in this year. 
I was so happy to see my favorite artists take 
home awards, including Megan Thee Stallion, 
Harry Styles, and many others. 
I am so proud of all the talented artists 
that took home awards that night, but I was 
shocked to see that Doja Cat left the Grammys 
without a single award. 
Doja Cat has been in the music industry for 
quite some time now, but it wasn't until "Say 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
So" that she really broke into the mainstream, 
immediately becoming one of the strongest 
pop stars of our time. 
She is a fresh new voice in the music indus-
try, with the sound, the look, and the stage 
presence that has the pop stars of the future 
taking notes. She literally dominated all of 
2020, having hit song after hit song after hit 
song _that just kept people watching her every 
move. 
Considering that "Say So" was undoubted-
ly one of the most popular songs of 2020, I 
was so sure Doja Cat had this one in the bag. 
The fact that she performed that song multiple 
times but gave it a new spin every single time is 
proof alone of her incredible artistry. 
So how come she didn't leave home with a 
single award? It does not seem right after the 
incredible year she has had. 
I thought so many more artists were 
snubbed this year that I could write 10 more 
columns about it, but I always keep this in 
mind: Their time may not be now, but they'll 
eventually get their moment. 
But it just felt like this should have been 
Doja Cat's moment. 
Love her or hate her, you cannot deny the 
impact that Doja Cat has and will continue 
to have on the music industry. If anybody de-
served a Grammy at the 63rd Annual Grammy 
Awards, it was her. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a junior English 
major, She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
Audio tree great for finding new bands 
Audiotree is a Chicago-based platform 
known for their Y.9uTube channel that fea-
tures live performances of artists and bands. 
I have found some great artists from these 
bingeable videos and another good find from 
a recent post abo'ut a band called Gifts for 
the Earth prompted me to write about the 
site. 
Gifts for the Earth is a German shoegaze 
and alternative band and their performance is 
one of the latest additions to Audiotrec's large 
catalogue. It's yet another solid band that I've 
been introduced to through Audiotree. 
Other bands that I've either found or en-
joyed through the collections of performanc-
es include Snail Mail, Wander, Peach Pit and 
Deeper, among countless others. Even though 
I didn't find all of these bands through Au-
diotree, having those performances available 
when one is becoming a fan is important be-
cause you can see performances of songs in a 
live setting where the emphasis is on the per-
formance rather than crowd interaction. 
Radio stations and platforms like Au-
diotree and Seattle's KEXP have been instru-
mental during the pandemic in providing live 
Ryan Meyer 
music in the safest ways they can. The outlets 
have provided videos and livestreams of both 
established and up-and-coming artists. A live 
recording of a band you haven't heard of or 
a video of a favorite artist playing stripped-
down songs in their own living room can 
both pull their weight in providing that feel-
ing that live music does like nothing else. 
I'd recommend putting Audiotree's Spotify 
playlist "Audiotree Live Sessions" on shuffle 
if they are looking for new music. Although 
all my picks arc some variation of indie or 
rock music, there is truly something for ev-
eryone in the 257-plus hours of live, pristine-
ly-recorded music. 
There is something to be said for the engi-
neers at both Audiotree and KEXP. The You-
Tube comments of countless videos are al-
ways filled with praise for those behind the 
scenes. The audio is clean but still sounds 
different enough from the familiar studio 
versions of songs to be enjoyable and unique. 
In a Forbes article about Audiotree, found-
er Michael Johnston said that his goal was "to 
create something to help bands get discov-
ered." 
This is an admirable feature of Audiotree, 
particularly in the midst of a time where 
many small artists aren't getting the exposure 
they need to jumpstart their careers because 
of the pandemic. 
Look into Audiotree for glimpses of prom-
ising artists and to help provide both the 
platform and artist, who split the profits 
50/50. 
Ryan Meyer is o sophomore journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 or romeyer@ 
eiu.edu. 
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Student Senate approves fee increase Wednesday 
By Helena Edwards 
Student Government Reporter I @DEN_news 
The second resolution of the year 
centered around the approval of a fee 
increase for the Recreation Center 
passed with a unanimous vote by the 
Student Senate in its meeting Wednes-
day. 
In clarification from Sarah Daugh-
erty, director of Campus Recreation, she 
said that with the approval of the fee in-
crease that Campus Recreation will re-
move themselves from the allocation of 
apponionment board for the Fiscal Year 
2022 for others that would need it. 
The $205,000 that normally goes to 
the Recreation Center from the appor-
» FORUM 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Sterling said he disliked the statement 
and said the information was false. 
"It seems to me that the description of 
Douglas is factually incorrect. I don't real-
ly mind if we decide to rename Douglas 
Hall on the basis of an accurate descrip-
tion of Stephen Douglas' career and his 
beliefs because there were cenainly be-
liefs that were highly offensive and incon-
sistent with the mission of the university 
but that description is simple false," Ster-
ling said. 
Sterling said Douglas was not at-
tempting to expand slavery, but rather 
give Western territories the right to vote. 
He added that Douglas was considered 
to not be pro-slavery by members of his 
party. 
Sterling said it appeared to him that 
information was designed to get those 
tionment board can go to other pans of 
the university such as the potential Big 
Blue Food Pantty or RSOs. 
The Board ofTrustees is expecting to 
look at all fees in the upcoming meet-
ings as they want to consider costs all 
together. 
As stated on the resolution, "The 
Eastern Illinois University Student 
Government hereby recommends the 
increase of the Campus Recreation Fee 
from $6.00 per Credit Hour to $9.00 
per Credit Hour, with a cap at 12 cred-
it hours per student, for the 2022 Fis-
cal Year." 
EIU Student Action Team has 
launched a webpage on EIU's Student 
Government website to detail three 
taking the survey to be biased towards re-
naming Douglas. Hall. 
Larry White, ·associate professor of 
business, discussed the previous times the 
university has addressed potentially re-
naming Douglas Hall. 
This issue was originally addressed 
by the Eastern Naming Committee in 
2010, once in 2017 and again in 2020. 
White said he felt the questions in the 
survey were polarizing. 
"I find the dichotomizing of the 
choices we're presenting in the survey to 
be somewhat disturbing," White said. 
"Dichotomizing tends to create polariza-
tion, perhaps by design, but we already 
live in an environment where we have 
too much polarization and most issues 
cannot be reduced to a simple dichoto-
my." 
He said it was similar to asking which 
race is superior. 
Bonnie Laughlin-Shultz, associate pro-
fessor of history, said he was in suppon 
committees that people can join such as 
voter outreach, legislative research, and 
legislative action. 
Student Action Team works to rep-
resent interests of EIU students and to 
present those interests with state and lo-
cal lawmakers in Illinois to unprove the 
quality of education and financial sup-
port for EIU students. They are look-
ing for members to apply from a diverse 
range of majors. 
A survey will be coming out this 
week from the Academic Affairs com-
mittee looking at student's majors, class-
es students think should be added or re-
moved from major requirements, and 
what majors they would be interested in 
if they weren't doing. 
of renaming the hall and that renaming 
would not diminish the historical ele-
ment of the Lincoln-Douglas debates. 
One of the seven debates between Doug-
las and Abraham Lincoln, who were run-
ning for senator positions at the time, 
took place in Charleston and led to the 
naming of both Lincoln Hall and Doug-
las Hall. 
Laughlin-Shultz said she attend-
ed college in one of the other towns de-
bates took place in between Lincoln and 
Douglas, and pan of the appeal o( teach-
ing at Eastern the history of the debate 
taking place in Charleston. 
She added that she believes the reason 
that the debate is so significant to some 
is that it was a part of the rise of Llncoln. 
Laughlin-Shultz also said she feds the 
debates are already properly commemo-
rated in Charleston without the naming 
of the two halls. 
"I think that the debates are com-
memorated here. They're commemorated 
Alumni Relations said they are work-
ing on gifr bags for graduating seniors. 
An Off-Campus Housing Portal is 
being planned by the External Rela-
tions committee. They will be finaliz-
ing student survey questions and will be 
collecting information on housing op-
tions, contact information, locations, 
and amenities. 
External Relations also brought 
awareness to the Fiscal Year 21-22 Bud-
get being proposed and released to the 
public. Physical copies are available at 
the Charleston library and vinual cop-
ies found on the city's website. The 
budget would begin May 1, 2021 and 
end April 30, 2022. 
The next meeting will be held March 
at the fairgrounds, we have those statues 
ofLlnooln and Douglas debating that ap-
pear in the other debate dries as well with 
a museum, with a plaque that really does 
a great job of contextualizing and dealing 
honestly with them," Laughlin-Shultz 
said "So I don't think that they also need 
to be commemorated on campus." 
Camden Burd, a professor of history, 
said "commemoration as an act is done 
in the present, not in the past." 
Burd said that it is possible that the 
values of the campus have changed since 
the building was named and that the 
commemoration could now reflect the 
modem values of the campus. 
"I can assure you we will still teach the 
Llncoln-Douglas debates in history class-
es, we do it every semester so we won't be 
losing anything there," Burd said. 
Jeffery Stowell, a professor of psychol-
ogy, said he has been a member of the 
Faculty Senate each time the idea of re-
naming has been brought to the Naming 
31, and the last meeting is announced 
to be April 21 in the Grand Ballroom. 
The Student Distinguished Profes-
sor Award nominations are still open, as 
well as Student Distinguished Professor 
Fulfillment Award nominations meant 
specifically for retiring faculty. 
These are award nominations from 
students about faculty they believe have 
made a significant contribution on 
. campus in and out of the classroom. 
The application deadline is April 
2 and can be found at https://www. 
eiu.edu/stdtgov/machform/view. 
php?id=33523. 
Helena Edwards can be reached at 
581-2812 or heedwards@eiu.edu. 
Committee. He said he believes the name 
should be changed. 
"It certainly is creating the perception 
that can potentially harm our students," 
Stowell said. "We should put them first." 
Tim Engles, a professor of English, 
said that people should consider the cur-
rent context and not just the histori-
cal context. Engles spoke specifically on 
the fact that other places that have been 
named after Douglas have been renamed 
in the recent past. 
"We're certainly not alone in this, hav-
ing something named after Douglas that 
a lot of people want to change," Engles 
said. "There's a precedent in this happen-
ing." 
The next forum the committee will 
host will be Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
Zoom meeting ID is 943 8017 6654 and 
the passcode for the meeting is EIU1895. 
Corryn Brock ~an b~ reached at 581-
2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI . . 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
https://co~.m~~ce.cash net.~o~/ei uspu b 
.- .. "' _,._,.1 , _, , ,.,,_..{ •~ t•- ,}".1c..:C•,_/,f.. v~, 1'$-¥•,,4 
.. 
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Smashing stereotypes 
BRYCE HERRIN I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Students line up to smash various stereotypes into the ground during an event hosted by Housing and Residency Wednesday afternoon. Students grabbed a small piece of tile, wrote 
a stereotype on it and smashed it on the ground to release their frustration. 
Must have excellent verbal and written 
communication skills. >:: 
Prior experience not necessary. 
Adobe lnDesign, Photoshop. Illustrator 
experience helpful. 
All majors welcome! 
Call 581-2812 for more information . 
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Iowa's Clark, UConn's MLB steps up ball 
. __ .. .. 
Bueckers dominating 
women's tournament 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Paige 
Bueckers and Caitlin Clark seem to be 
playing a personal game of horse on the 
national stage. After one delivers a high-
light-filled performance, the other has a 
top-this moment. 
The captivating basketball exploits 
by the heralded freshmen have created a 
buzz around the women's NCAA Tour-
nament, including one of event's most an-
ticipated rnatchups: Bueckers and Clark 
will play their first college game against 
each other in the Sweet 16 this weekend. 
"1his was the potential rnatchup that 
raised eyebrows when the brackets came 
out," ESPN analyst Rebecca Lobo said. 
"Fans have been having the debate all sea-
son long: who is the best freshman in the 
country. 1his game won't decide that, but 
it will be highly entertaining for all bas-
ketball fans. We need Iowa and UConn 
to play each other the next three years!" 
"It's awesome, just for us to both be on 
the big stage," said Bueckers, who had 24 
points in UConn's opening round win -
the most ever by a Huskies player in an 
NCAA debut. "We haven't really talked 
about it. I know my mentality is just fo .. 
cusing on one day at a time." 
The only downside to this weekend's 
matchup is that it comes in the Sweet 
16 and not the championship game, de-
priving fans of more top-this moments 
over the next couple of weeks in the Elite 
Eight and Final Four. 
Clark led the nation in scoring and 
was second in assists for Iowa, while 
Bueckers helped, UConn to the No. I 
ranking in the poil and became just the 
third freshman to earn first-team All--
America honors. 
"I love her game," Bueckers said of 
Clark. "We're really big fans of each other 
and I'm excited to play that game." 
Everyone seems to be falling in love 
with the games of both players. 
Including Brooklyn Nets All-Star and 
NBA champion Kevin Durant. 
Clark outscored Kentucky in the first 
half oflowa's second-round win on Tues-
day with 24 of her 35 points. In a re-
sponse to a comment about Clark's game 
against the Wildcats, Durant posted on 
his lnstagram account that "She belongs 
in the league right now." 
That won't happen anytime soon 
for these two college standouts. Unlike 
the NBA, when players can turn pro af-
ter their freshman year, these young stars 
won't be eligible to enter the WNBA draft 
for a few years because of league rules. 
Not that either Bueckers or Clark are 
thinking about anything past this week-
end. 
"Going up against her would obvious-
ly be a great opportunity," Clark said af .. 
ter the win against Kentucky. "Obvious-
ly a good friend of mine, a tremendous 
player. We would both say, we're not go-
ing to win it alone, no matter who wins 
that game." 
The talented teenagers know each oth-
er well and don't consider one another ri-
vals. 
They started playing against each oth-
er in middle school in MU tournaments 
and played together on USA Basketball's 
Under-19 team in 2019. 
"We played together and compet-
ed at the USA basketball trials and then 
obviously just seeing each other at tour-
naments a whole lot," Bueckers said. 
"Minnesota and Iowa are really not that 
far apart so we saw each other at differ-
ent MU tournaments, so we kind of just 
built our relationship from there." 
Both players say this weekend is about 
their teams and not an individual match--
up. . 
"I think me and Paige would give you 
the same answer," Clark said. "It's not 
Caitlin Clark versus Paige Bueckers, it's 
Iowa versus UConn." 
HELP PROTECT OUR PANTHERS AND GET A 
CHANCE TO WIN A WEEKLY PRIZE! 
monitoring·to 
suppress foreign 
substanc .. e use 
NEW YORK (AP) - Ma~ 
jor League Baseball is increasing its 
monitoring of baseballs in an at-
tempt to suppress any use of foreign 
substances by pitchers. 
Mike Hill, newly hired as execu-
tive vice president of baseball oper-
ations and disciplinarian, wrote in 
a memorandum to team officials on 
Tuesday that "players are subject to 
discipline ... regardless of whether ev-
idence of the violation has been dis-
covered during or following a game." 
"Examples of prohibited conduct 
include, but are not limited to, han-
dling foreign substances, advising a 
· pitcher how to use or otherwise mask 
the use of foreign substances, inter-
fering with the collection of game-
used baseballs and failing to report 
observed violations of these rules by 
players or staff." 
Hill said team leaders may be held 
responsible. for violations by staff. 
In a two-page memo to own-
ers, CEOs, team presidents, general 
managers and mangers first report-
ed by ESPN and the New York Post, 
Hill outlined three new enforcement 
components. 
-Gameday compliance monitors 
and electronics compliance officers 
will check for violations in dugouts, 
clubhouses, tunnels, batting cages 
and bullpens, and they will file daily 
reports to the commissioner's office. 
-Umpires, equipment authen-
ticators and compliance personnel 
will submit baseballs that come out 
of play to the commissioner's office 
for inspection and documentation, 
both suspicious equipment and ran-
domly select balls. A third-party lab 
will be used for examinations, and 
suspicious balls will be traced back to 
pitchers. 
-MLB Statcast data will be re-
viewed by the commissioner's office 
to analyze spin rate changes among 
pitchers suspected of using foreign 
substan<;es, comparing game data 
with career norms. 
"As a reminder, all club personnel 
are prohibited from assisting players 
in the use of foreign substances and 
also will be subject to discipline by 
the commissioner, including fines 
and suspensions," Hill wrote. 
· Each week, one student who participates in SHIELD testing is randomly selected to win 
•. < . 
either $25 Dining Dollars or a $25 gift card to the MLK Union. Bookstore! 
SHIELD testing is held in the Student Rec. Center on Court 5: 
Mondays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - Noon 
s1GN up AT I go.eiu.edu/covidtest 
STAY 
CONNECTED! 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
0 /theDailyEasternNews/ · O @DEN_news 
The Eastern softball team is no lon-
ger leading the OVC standings, but 
with a conference record of 7-2 are 
just one game back of Southeast Mis-
souri. 
The Panthers have won th~ec-
straight series to begin conference 
play, most recently winning a three-
game set against Austin Peay this past 
weekend. 
Eastern is still at or near the top of 
the conference in many offensive cat-
egories. 
They arc leading the OVC with 
30 home runs, 10 more than sec-
ond-ranked Eastern Kentucky, and 
a .541 slugging percentage, which is 
27 points higher than second-ranked 
Tennessee-Martin. 
The Panthers also rank second in 
the conference in runs scored (119), 
RBI (113), batting average (.312) and 
on-base percentage (.384). 
Individual Panther players are also 
close to the top of OVC leaderboards. 
Redshirt-sophomore outfielder Ka-
tie Nicholson ranks second in the con-
ference with a .436 batting average. 
Rcdshirt-sophomorc outfielder 
Morgan Lewis ranks seventh in that 
category with a batting average of 
.414. Lewis also ranks second in the 
conference with 29 hits third in stolen 
bases with 12. 
runs. 
Eastcrn's pitching staff is also one 
of the OVC' s best so far this season. 
The Panthers' team ERA of 3.06 
ranks third in the OVC and their 24 
walks issued are the fewest in the con-
ference. 
They have also given up just 6 
home runs, the second-fewest in the 
ovc. 
Freshman Olivia Price's ERA of 
1.97 ranks fourth in the conference. 
Price has done most of her work out 
of the bullpen this season. 
Rcdshirt-scnior Jade Montgomery 
has started 13 games this season, tied 
for the most in the conference. She 
has pitched 66.2 innings, the second-
most in the OVC, and her 2.84 ERA 
ranks 11th in the conference. 
Eastern's run differential of +52 
ranks second in the conference. 
It is still early on, though, and 
the numbers are not reflected in the 
standings in some cases. 
For example, conference-leading 
Southeast Missouri ranks sixth with a 
run differential of +2. 
Tennessee-Martin leads the con-
ference comfortably in run differen-
tial at + 71, but is tied for fourth in the 
standings. 
Things will likely even out more as 
the season progresses. 
.. 
Staff Report I @DEN_Sports 
The top of the order came through for 
the Eastern baseball team in its 9-7 win 
over Illinois State Wednesday night. 
The first four hitters for the Panthers, 
Lucas Diluca, Logan Eickhoff, Trey 
Sweeney and Ryan Kncrnschield, went a 
combined 1 O-fur-17 and accounted for all 
9 RBI in the game. 
DiLuca was 2-fur-3 with 2 walks from 
the leadoff spot and scored 2 runs. Eick-
hoff was 2-fur-5 with a triple, 3 RBI and 
2 runs scored. 
Sweeney was 4-for-4 with a walk and 
hit a double and home run, his sixth of 
the season. He drove in three runs, as did 
Knemschidd, who was 2-fur-5. 
The Panthers scored 3 runs in the top 
of the first inning, but the Redbirds tied 
the score at three by the end of the second. 
Eastern added 4 runs in the fourth and 
2 more in the sixth. Illinois State scored a 
run in both the fourth and fifth innings, 
and with a pair of runs in the seventh, cut 
Eastem's lead to 9-7. . . 
Ryan lgnoffo and Alex Stevenson shut 
the door from there, combining to allow 
three hits while striking out 7 batters over 
the final 2.2 innings. lgnoffo picked up 
the win. 
Eastern will be at home for a three-
game series against Southeast Missouri 
this weekend ' Rcdshirt-seniol Haley Mitchell and 
redshirt-junior Megan Burton arc tied 
for second in the conference with 8 
home runs apiece, trailing only Ten-
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu. 
ADAM TU MINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern's Hannah Cravens scores a run against Austin Peay on March 21. 
Cravens went 1-for-3 in the game, which Eastern lost 8-6. 
The Sports Staff can be reached at 581-
2812 or densportsdesk@gmail.com. 









A limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to graduates in undergraduate programs, 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
''The Warbler," TODAY! 
If you are graduating, and want to be 
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
httP-s://commerce.caahnet.com/eiuspub 
